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great effort the ecclesiastical authorities succeeded in having him
and his adherents condemned by a church council. Finally most
of the followers of the new faith, against their conscience, had to
repudiate their views. In the Cathedral of the Assumption Tveri-
tinov solemnly anathematized his doctrine. But Thomas Ivanov
proved to be irreconcilable. He revoked his renunciation and on
being arrested in the Monastery of the Holy Miracle destroyed the
icon of Metropolitan Alexis. For this he was burned at the stake
in the Red Square.
In what did the teachings of Tveritinov actually consist? He had
called himself and his disciples "Evangelists," i. e., "the Followers
of the Gospel," and also "non-accepters of man-made traditions,"
and yet the more learned among his listeners found that at times
his preachings "were contrary to the doctrine of the Lutherans,"
that they were "more iconoclastic than those of the Lutherans and
Calvinists, and also showed signs of a new heresy." Had their
knowledge been more extensive, they would have recognized the
ancient origin of Tveritinov's ideas when he disagreed with Luther-
anisin and Calvinism. He affirmed that flesh, having turned to
ashes after death, could never be resuscitated, and that the saints
asleep in their graves could not hear prayers addressed to them.
This had been said by the Russian heretics of the sixteenth cen-
tury* Likewise, the abhorrence of the cross as the means of the
Saviour's ignominious crucifixion had been discovered by Arthe-
mius among the Lithuanian heretics of the same period. Thfc teach-
ings were not new, but the enthusiasm that caused their revival was
genuine, and in this sense Tveritinov's listeners were correct when
they called his doctrine a "new heresy." They justly emphasized
the unusual zeal with which he turned from mere denial of the
disclaimed dogmas to derision and censure. With the skill of an
expert propagandist Tveritinov infuriated his Orthodox audience,
leading it from indignation against his artifices to doubts, from
doubts to questionings, and from questionings to a firm belief in
the new ideas. Not many of his listeners went through all these
stages, but the seed of doubt nevertheless fell on soil moire fertile
than that of a century and a half before. Although Tveritinov be-
came a renegade, the effect of his teaching was not destroyed.